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of " the vanity of the world." He was not well.
He was unhappy. For a time he remained " at
the gate knocking." But in January 1832,
largely as the result of reading one of Wesley's
sermons, he determined to leave the Colonial
Office, with the idea of taking Holy Orders. He
went back to Oxford for a while, and was elected
a Fellow of Merton, where he read theology, and
in December he was ordained deacon by Bishop
Bagot, preaching his first sermon at Cuddesdon
Church at Christmas. He was ordained priest in
Lincoln's Inn chapel in June 1833.

Even then, young man as he was, "his face was
thin and sallow/' andit was said of him, by one who
knew him well, that pride was his ruling passion,

In January 1833 he went as curate to Lavington
in Sussex, becoming rector in June, and marrying
the former rector's daughter in November ; and
for seventeen years he remained, in this out-of-the-
way village, entirely outside the revolution that
was taking place within the Church of England.

There is no record that the preaching of Keble's
Assize sermon, which was to have such profound
consequences within and without the Church,
was even read in the quiet rectory in Lavington.
Manning's wife was a devout Evangelical, and he
himself always declared that he was never a
Tractarian. The odd truth is that the Catholic